Eight cases of lower respiratory tract infection caused by Stomatococcus mucilaginosus.
Stomatococcus mucilaginosus was isolated from 8 patients suffering from lower respiratory tract infections over a 4-y period (1999-2003). The infections ranged from mild cases of pneumonia to a life-threatening case of recurrent lung abscesses in a neutropenic patient. The various strains were cultured from specimens obtained by bronchoscopy, blood, and sputum specimens. All strains were fully susceptible to rifampicin, vancomycin and gentamicin. They showed variable susceptibility to penicillin and ciprofloxacin. S. mucilaginosus is likely to be under-reported as a pathogen due to difficulties in obtaining samples for culture as well as misidentification due to its biochemical characteristics.